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U.S. Underestimated Soviet Force Size ®? 



States greatly underestimated the * tfl the crisis broke, The crisis erupted in mid^Octo- vr 

lumber p£ Soviet forces that would ''See how great a secret it was” ber 1962, about 18 months afteci<h* 
lave been prepared to defend Cuba said Dobrynin, who played a key the Bay of Pigs fiasco when U.§.Wr‘ 

luring the 1962 missile crisis, for- role in conveying messages be- armed Cuban guerrillas launched antu 

mer defense secretary Rqbert S. tween Washington and Moscow abortive invasion of f the island, s>y 

McNamara said today. during the crisis and now serves as Khrushchev finaUy bowed to* in^ r v 

Addressing a news conference a foreign policy adviser to Soviet tense U.S. pressure and agreed to 

here at the end of a fwo-day confer- leader Mikhail Gorbachev. dismantle the Soviet missiles in 

ence on the missile crisis, McNa- Cuban Politburo member Jorge turnforanAmedcanple^go not^fo ’ 
mara said he had assured Soviet and Risquet said that as many as invade Cuba. ;v 
Cuban participants that the United 800,000 persons might have died if Cuban and Soviet speakers at the 4 "/' 
States never , had any intention of the United States had invaded the news conference said they had jnp' 

invading Cuba prior to the outbreak island at the height of the crisis. He information about yesterday’s report vf 

of the crisis. But he said he was con- revealed that there were 40,000 from a knowledgeable Soviet source.; t ' 

vinced that the Cubans genuinely Soviet military personnel on the that Cuban leader Fidel Castro had' J 

believed that an invasion was likely. island at the time, supported by Cu- urged Khrushchev to fire the mjjfc 

New revelations at the .confer- ba’s 240, 000-strong standing army. siles to forestall a U.S. invasion. .... 

ence, the first-ever ; meeting of . ■ -■ 

American, -Soviet and Cuban offi- 
cials to discuss the crisis, suggest 
that there were major failures of 
communication between Moscow, 

Washington and Havana, It has be- 
come apparent that both president 
Kennedy and former Soviet leader 
Nikita Khrushchev lacked vital in- • 
formation about each other’s mo- 
tives and actions. 

The American participants now 
appear to accept that one of 
Khrushchev’s primary goals in in- 
stalling missiles in Cuba was to de- 
fend the island against a possible 
U.S. invasion. When U.S. officials 
and academics met* in Florida in 
1987 to discus the crisis, they 
speculated that Khrushchev may 
have been acting to shore up his ' 

domestic political position or 
strengthen his hand over Berlin. 

At today’s news conference, for- 


